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Steller sealion (SSL)abundanceis decreasing in central
and western Alaska, butis increasing in southeastern
Alaska. Reasons for the declinein part of theirrange are
unknown, but may be related to decreased prey availability
and lower diet diversity.

In 2001, prey studies were initiated near two SSL haulouts
in southeastern Alaskato serve as acomparison to similar
studiesin central and western Alaskawhere SSL are
declining. This is the 2" year of a 3-year study.
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@ Identify prey availableto SSL in summer and winterin
nearshore waters <100 m deep

® Measure relative abundance and composition of prey
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Conclusions
® SSL eat 16 spp. that we captured--in summer, some of ® The nearshore provides important habitat for SSL prey,
the most abundant spp. that we captured also had the especially in summer--less available prey in winter
highest frequency of occurrence in SSL scat (overall, 37 may force SSL to travel farther from haulouts to forage.

fish spp. available in summer and 25 spp. in winter).




